
“But General Meade this is higher ground!” - Daniel Sickles , July 2 1863 

 

 

General Daniel Sickles was the commander of the Northern army’s 3rd or (III) corps 

(you say it “kore”) . The army was divided into 7 corps  - each corps had about 10,000 

men. Commanding General George Meade told General Sickles to move the 3rd Corps 

into a line of battle along the southern end of Cemetery Ridge and ending at Little 

Round Top. The Southern army was, of course, near by on Seminary Ridge. Fresh from 

their victory on July 1, General Robert E. Lee and the Southern army were sure to attack 

again on July the 2nd - but where? 

 

  

 

 When General Sickles arrived with his men at the position assigned to them by 

General Meade, he did not like it very much. The area in between Cemetery Ridge and 

Little Round Top  was lower ground and not a very good position Sickles felt. He will 

decide to move his corp of 10,000 men forward.  

 

 

 

Comment [1]: rfinkill: 
this map shows the positions of both armies at 
the start of July 2, the Roman numerals are the 
number for each corps. 

Comment [2]: rfinkill: 
keep reading below... 



Click on this link  and watch video #10 to find out some of Sickles reasons for moving 

forward...as you watch think about what he intended to have happen when he 

made this move forward 

 

            This move by General Sickles does not make General Meade happy at all. There 

are problems at the Peach Orchard (where we did the activity with the puzzle). 

Click on the link and watch video #15 to find out about what General Meade thought.  

Then watch video #16 to find out some of the unintended consequences for General 

Sickles. 

 
 The Southern army is not quite sure where the Northern men are when they 

decide to make their attack on July 2. Earlier in the morning scouts had been sent out 

and reported that no one was in the Peach Orchard or on Little Round Top. By the time 

the Southerners will make their attack around 3:30pm,  Sickles’ men are not where the 

Southerners expect and it will change the direction of their attack. Instead of going 

towards Little Round Top, they will turn and attack up the Emmitsburg Road towards 

Sickles and his men at the Peach Orchard. General Lee orders General Longstreet and 

his men to attack towards Sickles and the Peach Orchard, which they were not quite 

ready for. 

 

 

 Now go to the power point attached to the post on edmodo , 

and click through the slides. Find out what some of the results 

are of Daniel Sickles actions. In the end you will have to answer 

this question: 

 

Following the Battle of Gettysburg (2 days later), Daniel Sickles made his 
way to Washington, D.C. telling people about his actions at Gettysburg.  He 
claims that his movement of the 3rd Corps ultimately led to the victory at 
Gettysburg. (keep reading below) 
 
 

Comment [3]: rfinkill: 
scroll down on the web site to find video 10 



 
Type 2 Writing  2 & 2 
 
Write a paragraph of at least 5 sentences to either support or refute Sickles 
claims that he is the “savior” of the Union army at Gettysburg.  Support 
your stance with 2 pieces of specific evidence (underlined). 
 
Worth 10 points  
 
3 pts each for each piece of evidence   
4 points for at least 5 sentences 
 
 

 

 

More info on Sickles and his decisions for people who can’t watch video due to computer 

issues, etc 

 

 

 

When General Sickles makes his decision to move his 10,000 men away from the area 

where General Meade told him to place his men he does it for several reasons. One is the 

ground that his men are on. The area in between Little Round Top and the end of 

Cemetery Ridge is very low compared to the area in front of it. It is difficult to see from 

that area towards Seminary Ridge where Sickles knew the Southerners were.  When 

Sickles send scouts across the Emmitsburg Road to find out where the Southerners 

might be, as soon as the scouts get to Seminary Ridge, they run into a large number of 

Southern soldiers. They retreat, but report this to Sickles.  Another reason is from past 

experience. The area where the Peach Orchard is higher ground then where his men 

were supposed to be. At a battle just prior to Gettysburg, Sickles had his cannon on 

higher ground like the Peach Orchard was, but was told to remove his guns and troops 

from it. This led to the Southern troops controlling the higher ground and using it to 

place their cannons on and attack Sickles’ men. He does not want to repeat what 

happened at this last battle. The Peach Orchard is higher ground, so he moves his men 



forward and will hold that area with his cannons and troops. Unfortunately, it becomes 

apparent that his has moved to a “no man’s land” that is exposed to deadly cannon fire 

from Seminary Ridge. Also, he no longer has protection on his flanks as he has 

separated himself from the other Northern troops. This leaves him dangerously exposed 

to attack, and the attack will come on July 2.  


