
Captain William Wheeler’s Official Report and A Letter Home 
  
FaceBook LIVE Classroom Series #2 
“Documents of Gettysburg” 
Thanks so much registering for our second Facebook LIVE Classroom Series: 
Documents of Gettysburg. Whether you watch us live that day, or download the 
video off of our Gettysburg Education Facebook page at a time more convenient 
for you and your students, we are so happy that you will be joining us!  The 
live broadcast will last approximately 20 minutes, and we will do our best to 
answer your questions at the end, so type them into the comments that day or 
send them in advance! 
 
For next week’s lesson session, please find transcriptions of two documents, 
both authored by Captain William Wheeler of the 13th New York (Artillery) 
Battery. One is his Official Report of the Battle of Gettysburg; the other is a 
letter he wrote to his grandfather and aunt a few weeks after the battle. A 
photograph of Wheeler is also included. Please note: Wheeler’s letter home is 
quite lengthy, so you may want to skim the full letter as a class, and then have 
them focus more on the highlighted text individually; Wheeler’s Official Report 
is much shorter but again, for comparison, you may just want to peruse it as a 
class and then focus on the highlighted text. The video is filmed on  Cemetery 
Ridge, near the spot where Wheeler’s Battery was engaged on July 3, 1863.  
 
 
Discussion questions for this video could include: 
 
• What can you tell about Wheeler generally by reading his report and his letter 
home?  Was he intelligent?  What were his main interests and concerns? Etc. 
 
• How are the two documents different? In what ways are they similar? 
 
• What factors can explain the differences in the two documents?  
 
• Which document did you find the most interesting and instructive, and why?   



 

Captain William Wheeler 


