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SEE IT… 
 
 
 

 
The David Wills house around 1890… and the David Wills House around 2009.

We will be broadcasting in front of, and inside the David 
Wills house, located on the Gettysburg town square.  It 
was here that President Abraham Lincoln stayed the 

night before he delivered a short speech,  
now called the Gettysburg Address. 

 
You will soon discover more about this famous speech, 
Lincoln’s trip to Gettysburg after the Civil War battle, 

and how he demonstrated strong leadership for the 
country during a very difficult time for all. 



The David 

Work with a teacher or parent to transcribe the words on this telegram, sent to Lincoln at 
the David Wills House, the night before he delivered his speech, the Gettysburg Address. 

 
 

How do you think President Lincoln felt after he received this message? 



LEARN IT… 
 
Here are some new words and phrases for you to learn: 
 

 
Commander-in-Chief – One of the President’s jobs is to serve as the leader of the armed forces.  Lincoln was 
the leader of the Union armies during the Civil War and felt very responsible for all its death and destruction. 
 
leadership – the ability to manage, guide and direct a group of people.  To be a good and effective leader is a 
difficult thing, especially when everyone is in the middle of a Civil War! 
 
score – a group of 20.  When Lincoln said “four score and twenty years ago”, how many years was he talking 
about? 
 
liberty –  the basic right of freedom.  What are some of the liberties and freedoms that you have? 
 
resolve – to make a firm decision.  Have you ever resolved to do something that was going to be difficult? 
 
“… that these dead shall not have died in vain” – that these soldiers did not die for nothing… that something 
right and good will come out of the horrible war.    
 
“… a new birth of freedom” – a new clear definition of freedom for the country, including who all has the 
rights to be free.   

 
 

 
 

TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
Some discussion questions for before and after the broadcast: 
 
What does it take to be a good leader?  Do you have the skills and abilities to be a good leader? 

Who are some good leaders in your school?  In your town?  For the country, past or present?  For the world, 
past or present? 

Do you think President Abraham Lincoln was a good leader?  Why or why not? Why do you think his 
Gettysburg Address is so famous, still today? 

Why do you think it was so important for Lincoln to make the trip to Gettysburg, especially when his son was so 
sick back home in Washington D.C.?     

Do you think that words, such as words in a speech, can really make a difference?  Was there ever a time in 
your life when someone said something, or you read something, that really helped you or changed your opinion 
or inspired you? 

 

 


