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SEE IT… 
 

 
 

  

 
We will be broadcasting from the site 

of the 143rd Pennsylvania Infantry 
monument to talk about  

Color Sergeant Ben Crippen. 
 

Ben Crippen is depicted on the 
monument, holding a flag and 

shaking his fist at the enemy soldiers. 
 

What do you think happened 
BEFORE he did this?  DURING the 

battle?  AFTER the battle? 
 

You will soon find out more of Ben’s 
story, and learn the importance of 

determination in your own life. 



LEARN IT… 
 
Here are some new words and terms for you to learn: 
 

 
Civil War -- fought in the United States from the year 1861 until 1865… a long, long time ago when 
Abraham Lincoln was the President.  Union soldiers wore blue uniforms and Confederate soldiers wore 
gray.  The battle of Gettysburg lasted three days, and was the biggest battle of the war. 
 
Color Bearer – The colors were the flags that each group of soldiers carried so that they knew which way 
to go in the middle of a smoky battlefield, and the color bearer was the person in the unit who carried that 
flag.  Ben Crippen was the Color Bearer for his unit. 
 
Determination – the quality of moving forward with your purpose, even when things go wrong and get in 
the way.  If your purpose is a good one, then determination is a good quality to have! 
 
Monument – a creation (usually in stone) put in place so that others remember a person or event for a 
long time.  Gettysburg National Military Park is filled with monuments about the battle. 
 
Regiment – a unit of soldiers who work together to find and fight the enemy.  Ben Crippen’s regiment 
was the 143rd Pennsylvania Infantry, and there were 465 men in it when they arrived at Gettysburg. 
 
Park rangers are people whose job it is to protect and teach people about a park or historic site.  YOU 
are going to meet a park ranger soon who will teach you many more new things!   

 
 

 
 

TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
Some discussion questions for before and after the broadcast: 
 
Have you ever shaken your fist at anyone or anything?  If so, why did you do so?  How did it make you 
feel?  If not, why do you think people shake their fists at others? 

Think of a time when something didn’t go your way.  Did you just give up, or did you decide that you 
would try to find another way to turn around the situation?   

Is the character trait of determination always a good thing to have?  What are some examples when being 
determined is not a good thing?  What are some examples when being determined IS a good thing? 

After you watch the broadcast, describe how the other soldiers in his unit must have felt about Ben 
Crippen to feature him on the monument to their unit.  How do you think it made them feel when they saw 
him holding the flag and shaking his fist?   

 

 


