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SEE IT… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We will be broadcasting from the site of the 32nd Massachusetts Aid Station 

during and after the 1863 battle of Gettysburg.   
 

Can you read some or all of the words on the plaque? The most important 
ones are field hospital, line of battle, wounded, and timely aid. Soldiers who 
were hurt in battle were cared for behind this rock, and it offered at least 

some protection again all of the fighting, the bullets and the artillery. 
 

You will soon find out more about how the doctors and nurses worked long 
hours for weeks and weeks after battles to help hurt soldiers.   
To do this they needed the character trait of ENDURANCE. 



LEARN IT… 
 
Here are some new words and terms for you to learn: 
 

 
field hospital – an area near the battlefield for doctors and nurses to take care of hurt soldiers.  Usually 
they looked for a barn, house or other building that had a water supply, a place to prepare food, and lots of 
space and supplies to set up for surgeries, care and rest for the soldiers.    
 
line of battle – Civil War soldiers lined up, shoulder to shoulder, and faced the enemy, typically across an 
open field.  When each unit connected with other units, they formed a long line, sometimes over a mile, 
facing and firing toward the enemy’s line of battle.   
 
endurance – the strength to continue or last, despite being tired and stressed and facing difficult 
conditions.  Doctors and nurses were tired and stressed and faced many difficult conditions, but they kept 
on taking care of the hurt and wounded soldiers. 
 
triage – a system to better take care of a lot of wounded soldiers by not wasting time on those who can 
wait or those who are too hurt to help.  Triage was an organizational system, helping doctors save lives.   
 
stretcher – a piece of heavy fabric, stretched over a frame, and used to carry wounded soldiers from the 
battle field to the aid station or field hospital.   
 
wounded – a person who has an injury, laceration, or wound; in this case soldiers hurt in battle.   

 
 

 
 

TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
Some discussion questions for before and after the broadcast: 
 
Think about a time when you were so tired that you could barely stay awake or stay standing. What made 
you so tired? What was the breaking point before you finally sat down or went to sleep?  How long do you 
think you could have kept going if you needed to?  What might have helped to keep you going?  When do 
you know when you are pushing yourself too hard? 

Endurance is a type of strength that is not just physical, but mental and emotional as well.  Why do you 
think the doctors and nurses were able to work so hard for so long?  What motivated them?  

Do you think that you have strength and endurance?  Is this a trait that you can develop over time?  How 
so?  Think of an example in the coming weeks when you would like to be able to work hard for a long time 
under tiring conditions.  The next year?  Throughout your whole life?   

 

 


