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Photographs are a very important and useful type of primary source document at 
Gettysburg for many reasons.  In this video, we are going to look, not at the well-
known photographs taken just after the battle, but at photographs from some of the 
visits to the battlefield by sitting United States presidents from President Abraham 
Lincoln in November, 1863 through President Jimmy Carter in July and September of 
1978.   
 
 
For this Facebook Live video, we will be visiting  sites that all of these visits seem to 
have in common – the Virginia Memorial or Little Round Top.  Carefully examine the 
photographs and to help guide your discussion, contemplate upon the questions 
posted below. 
 
Discussion questions for this week could include: 
 
• Where specifically was the photo was taken on the Gettysburg battlefield?  Why do 
you think this President chose to visit Gettysburg generally?  How about this specific 
location? What are the similarities in each of these photographs?  What are some major 
differences? 
 
• Who else appears to be with each President?  Do there appear to be members of the 
press in the photo? Taking the photo?    
 
• Research the year of the visit, and what was going on in the country, and around the 
world.  Do you think these events had anything to do with the timing of the Presidents’ 
visits to Gettysburg? 
 
• What do you think the Presidents learned about Gettysburg and the Civil War during 
their visits?  What might each have been trying to communicate to the country by visiting 
Gettysburg?  How do you think each might have explained the meaning of Gettysburg 
and the Civil War to the country at the time of their visits?   
 
• Which of the photographs and presidential visits did you find to be the most interesting 
and why?  Why do you think it is important for a sitting U.S. President to continue 
learning about our country’s past? 
 
	

  


