
Basil Biggs and his demonstration of  
INTEGRITY. 

 
SEE IT… 
 
 

  

 
Our video takes place at the Peter Frey 
farm which was the post-war home of 

Basil Biggs. 
 

An African-American, Basil Biggs helped 
lead people to freedom along the 

Underground Railroad and through his 
efforts later helped to establish the 

Soldiers’ National Cemetery at 
Gettysburg.  

 
Since it was illegal to help enslaved people 

to freedom, why do you think Biggs 
risked his own freedom to help? In what 
way do you think Biggs helped to create 

the Cemetery?  
 

You will soon discover more of Basil 
Biggs’ story, and about the  importance of 

integrity in your own lives. 



LEARN IT… 
 
Here are some new words and terms for you to learn: 
 

 
Civil War -- fought in the United States from the year 1861 until 1865… a long, long time ago 
when Abraham Lincoln was the President.  Union soldiers wore blue uniforms and Confederate 
soldiers wore gray.  The battle of Gettysburg lasted three days, and was the biggest battle of the 
war. 
 
haversack – one of the most important pieces of equipment a Civil War soldier carried; a tarred-
canvas bag in which a soldier placed food, personal items, or anything else that was important to 
him.  
 
integrity – being honest and having strong moral character; doing the right thing in a reliable 
and honest way; believing in things bigger than yourself, and working for those causes.  
 
National Cemetery– Cemeteries that are maintained and owned by the U.S. government and are 
for those who served honorably in the armed services. Today, there are close to 200 National 
Cemeteries in the United States, with Arlington being the most famous. The Soldiers’ National 
Cemetery in Gettysburg was one of the nation’s very first national cemeteries. 
 
Underground Railroad – a secretive network of routes and safe houses established in the 1800s 
and used by enslaved African-Americans to make their journey to freedom into the North and 
into Canada 
 
 
 

TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
Some discussion questions for before and after the broadcast: 
 
Have you ever heard the expression, “Do the right thing, not the easy thing?” What are some 
examples from your life when you did the right thing and not the easy thing? How about the 
other way around? 

Would you risk everything to help people in need? What are some times or examples when you 
have either seen this, did this, or heard about this on the news?  

As an African-American in the 19th century, Basil Biggs did not enjoy all the rights and 
privileges of being a citizen of the United States. Despite this, he fulfilled his responsibilities as a 
citizen. How so? Why do you think he did this? Why do you think Basil Biggs’s story is still not 
widely known, even today?  



After you watch the video, discuss the aftermath of the battle of Gettysburg and some of things 
the people of Gettysburg had to do in order to get their lives back to normal. Why was it 
important to establish a soldiers’ national cemetery at Gettysburg? Why was it important that 
Weaver and others attempted to identify the remains of the fallen soldiers?    

We can see through his actions that Basil Biggs had integrity and purpose in his life.  What 
beliefs and goals did he feel very strongly about, and work to strengthen?  What beliefs and 
goals might you work toward in your own life?  

  


