
Captain John Bigelow and the importance of 
DISCIPLINE. 

 

 
  

 
This  video takes place at the Trostle 
Farm, which was the scene of intense 
combat and today is one of the most 

recognized farms here. 
 

We will discover the incredible story of 
Captain John Bigelow and his artillerists 

in the 9th Massachusetts Battery, and 
learn about the importance of discipline.  

 
What kind of person do you think 

Bigelow was? From the photo below, 
what do you think happened to him and 

his men?  
 

You will soon find out more of Bigelow’s 
story, and learn about some applications 

of discipline for your own life. 



LEARN IT… 
 
Here are some new words and terms for you to learn: 
 

 
Civil War -- fought in the United States from the year 1861 until 1865… a long, long time ago when 
Abraham Lincoln was the President.  Union soldiers wore blue uniforms and Confederate soldiers wore 
gray.  The battle of Gettysburg lasted three days, and was the biggest battle of the war. 
 
battery – units of artillery during the Civil War, typically composed of four or six cannons, with about 
100 men/artillerists and well over 100 horses, needed to pull the cannons and caissons.  
 
discipline – orderly or prescribed conduct or a regulated pattern of behavior; training that perfects a 
practice and a mental state of mind; to train or develop by instruction, practice, and/or exercise. 
 
limber/caisson – two-wheeled carts to which a cannon was attached, helping it to be towed, and also 
where ammunition (cannon balls and shells) were stored. 
 
prolonge– a rope with a hook on one end and a toggle on the other; it was used for various purposes on a 
Civil War cannon, including a means by which to retire/retreat. To “retire by prolonge” was to unwind the 
rope and pull the cannon away by hand, while still firing, and using the aid of the recoil of each shot.  
 

 
 

TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
Some discussion questions for before and after the broadcast: 
 
Has there ever been somebody in your life who was tough on you in order to make you a better person, or 
to help you succeed at something? How did you feel about that person?  

Why was discipline necessary for Civil War officers and for their soldiers? Why was it important to spend 
so much time training for battle? Why was this especially true for Civil War artillerists, loading and 
firing a cannon?  

How is discipline important in your life? What is one example of when you needed good discipline in 
order to succeed in something, whether it be a test, a performance, sporting event, or other?  

After you watch the video, describe how the soldiers in the 9th Massachusetts felt about their new 
commander, Captain John Bigelow, when he first took command of the battery. Then discuss how they 
must have felt after they went into battle for the first time at Gettysburg.  

 
 
 
 


