
Cornelia Hancock teaches us about 
COMPASSION. 

 
SEE IT… 

 

 
  

 
Our video is from the back platform of the Gettysburg train station, 
where President Lincoln arrived in Gettysburg, as well as volunteer 

nurses such as Cornelia Hancock.   
 

Why do you think Miss Hancock decided to go to Gettysburg after the 
three-day battle there when she could have stayed home, safe and sound? 

 
You will soon discover more of her story, and learn about the importance 

of compassion in her life and in ours. 



LEARN IT… 
 
Here are some new words and terms for you to learn: 
 
ambulance – a horse-drawn wagon, equipped for carrying wounded soldiers from near the 
battlefield to an aid station or hospital. 
 
amputate – to surgically remove a hand, foot, arm or leg in order to save the life of a soldier; the 
most common surgery of the Civil War. 
 
Civil War -- fought in the United States from the year 1861 until 1865 when Abraham Lincoln 
was the President.  Union soldiers wore blue uniforms and Confederate soldiers wore gray.  The 
battle of Gettysburg lasted three days, and was the biggest battle of the war. 
 
compassion – sympathy for the suffering of others, often including a desire to help. 
 
field hospital – a place with some shelter and source of water where doctors and nurses would 
begin caring for hurt soldiers after battles.  After the battle of Gettysburg, houses, barns, 
churches and even the local train station was used to care for the over 20,000 wounded soldiers. 
 
petition – in this case, an emotional request to God or higher authority for help with pain and 
suffering. 

 
TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
Some discussion questions for before and after the video: 
 
Have you ever witnessed bullying or just plain mean-spirited behavior from others? Have you 
ever witnessed a suffering animal?   If so, did you step in, or want to step in?  How did 
witnessing the hurt or pain of others make you feel?  If not, how do you think it would make you 
feel?  

Think of a time when you helped to ease the pain of others. What did you do, and how did you 
feel afterward?  What might you have done if you were able?  What could you do in the future if 
you find yourself in the same situation?   

Why do you think compassion is an important character trait to have?  Is it a character trait that 
you can develop and make stronger?  If so, how?  How did Cornelia Hancock help the wounded 
soldiers at Gettysburg?  How did her strength and attitude help her to better treat the soldiers?   

What are some examples of pain and suffering at your school or in your town or state?  How 
might you be able to help and express your compassion in this situation?  Who do you know that 
has compassion as a primary character trait?  Who do you wish had more compassion?    


