
Lt. Colonel Rufus Dawes and the many 
facets of 

LEADERSHIP. 
 

 
 

SEE IT… 
 

 

  

 
Our video takes place at and near the monument to the 6th Wisconsin Infantry 

near the site of their charge from the Chambersburg Pike to an unfinished 
railroad cut and waiting Confederate soldiers on July 1, 1863. 

 
Their leader was Lieutenant Colonel Rufus Dawes, and you will soon learn 

more about the traits that made Dawes a great leader, one that his men would 
follow straight up to the faces of the enemy.    

 



LEARN IT… 
 
Here are some new words and terms for you to learn: 
 

 
Civil War -- fought in the United States from the year 1861 until 1865… a long, long time ago 
when Abraham Lincoln was the President.  Union soldiers wore blue uniforms and Confederate 
soldiers wore gray.  The battle of Gettysburg lasted three days, and was the biggest battle of the 
war. 
 
character – the set of qualities that make someone distinctive.  If someone has a “high moral 
character”, he or she has a set of positive qualities that are good and fair and respected.   
 
leadership – the ability to guide, direct, or influence people.   
 
monument – a creation (usually in stone) put in place so that others remember a person or event 
for a long time.  Gettysburg National Military Park is filled with monuments about the battle. 
  
regiment – a unit of soldiers who work together to find and fight the enemy.  Rufus Dawes’ 
regiment was the 6th Wisconsin Infantry, and there were 420 men in it when they arrived at 
Gettysburg; only 240 of them reached the Railroad Cut on July 1, 1863. 
 

 
 

 
 

TALK ABOUT IT… 
 
Some discussion questions for before and after the broadcast: 
 
Leaders are often people who are well-respected because of their high moral character.  What 
traits or qualities make a good leader?  Are people born to be leaders, or can leadership 
qualities be honed and developed?  Are there different types of leaders?  Who are some leaders 
that you admire?   

To be an effective leader in the Civil War, what specific traits did you need to possess to get 
others to follow you into battle?  What can we learn and apply for our own lives from the many 
examples of leadership demonstrated at the battle of Gettysburg.    

What type of leader are YOU going to be? 

  


